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over his person, preserving him from possible
attempts at poisoning, and jealously safeguarding
his health. As Saint-Simon notes, he was not slow
in finding out how empty were his alarms, and
contriving a way to get rid of that troublesome
person. Fleury showed him that no-one dreamed
of giving him poison and that it was purely an
invention of the mar shall's. He succeeded in
destroying all attachment, gratitude or affection.
The young king forgot Villeroi and did not wish
to hear any thing more about him.

On 9th August he was confirmed in the palace
chapel, and then took his first communion -with
humility and fervour. Saint-Simon speaking of him
at this time writes: "We are beginning to think
well of his mind and his sensibilities." The shrewd
psychologist noticed likewise his intelligent re-
marks; but also a strange inclination towards
solitude, an instinctive aversion from the world
and a taciturnity which he strove to overcome.
Fleury taught him to master himself, and not to
cease to cultivate his mind; he accustomed him to
the requirements of his duties and warned him
against his tendency to melancholy.

The ceremony of consecration took place on
25th October at Rheims; d'Argenson said a little
while afterwards: "It will be long remembered
how like Eros he looked with his long robes and
silver cap, the dress of a neophyte or of a king
to be. I have seen nothing more appealing than
his face was then; our eyes were moist with
tenderness for this poor little prince who had